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r he 


) 


PROJECT  !S 
Mi  NOE  N LA 


i 


i 


o 

\ 


xO 


•Ac  -j 

^ x n 


o 


X 


o 


C>  (=a 


o'  ' C 


> 


“O 


r _ 

X 


(V  G 


'3 


A,  G> 

<*  Ac  _A_ 
Cp"^  _ (\) 

T v 


C 


X 


X 


o~ 


£--»■  cC: 


> 


'O 


xO 


0s 


vX 


V? 


G 


-V 

o 


A 


3 


\N 


<>  X 


o v 

^ A ^> 

: - g g 

A\  \J\ 


\ 

o 


Vs 


•> 


Cy 


C>> 


C 


y xv  ^ 

\j\  O' 

O v 


\ 


(X 


A 


X 


O 


y 


O 


o 


d>  P G 

.cr-  A> 


S:  -v 

-X  o 


x 

cr"; 


c 


o 


<2 


C /• 


o 


A 


€ 


y~ 


Cy  <o  x 

% , 

)/  Cs 


<G 


(° 


"x 


A — 

A> 


\ 


A 


X 

e 


j> 


c 


x X <*. 

-x  9> 

V • 
c> 


<* 


(X) 

\ 


i> 

(X  O 


(O 


*~i 


*>-*  <? 


? <v  ' -K  ( 


v X 'G  <P 

^ X O 


\ 


7 


A 


> 


A 


'<> 


A 


<y  % 

X,  cv 

? ^ o 


_z 

O 

c 

~ A 

f>  \ 

*C_  CX-" 

>T 


O 


C?  ^ 

Ox  •* 

'XXO' 

7 C>  ^ X 

7 Cl  „ 7 A 

<c  r >- . ^ ■o 


, r.  c>> 
x,  "X  c> 

c->  c S 

r>--  ( C*  - ^ ~ 

G G 

,o  X~  ' 5>"  A e) 

X ' c\. 


G 


V 


o 

^ A — - 

X7  r-c 

^ f -A 

^ V AT  "g 
X c 

<P  a> 

A-  Ar  G 

CO  (0  " - O ^x- 

X ° ^ C°  A 


G 


^ /v-^ 
G X 


P C<  A 

. ^ y v- 


& 


>~ 


K? 


y> 


. ><) 


G 


C 


o 


X 


r. 


c\  c 


a 

& 


y 

>>")  r: 


^ 'K 


;;  ;k> 

o 

r' 

\ 

c ’ 

n 

/< 

J>\ 

\ 

y f 

y 

'y  r 
x; 

y 


N/ 


/ c 

-XX 

C x l 

P-  ^ o 

v X , X-  V 


R) 


' ^ „/  o ^ - jo' 

/Xj  ~-  t^cs 

{ ^ Vi  . 


A 


fx 


x 


S one  interest  i nr 
We b s t e r and  L i n c o 1 n 
While  pasture  wort  has 


totals  on  work  completed  on  pastures  in 
Parish  are  furnished  this  month  by  Mr.  Dee. 
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In  addition  to  the  r ovular  pasture  work,  Mr.  Dee  is  conduct- 
ing a number  of  experiments  on  small  experimental  plots.  These 


experimental  plots 
the  outcome  of  the 
carrying  on  of  th..- 


are  being  watched  and  checked 
t e s t s wi 1 1 f ur  n i s h wor t h w • : i 1 e 
pasture  prop ran  in  this  ar~a. 


carefully  and 
data  for  the 


Acres 

sodded  in  Webster  Parish.  . 
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There  is  a vital  n ed  in  both  Webster  and  Lincoln  parishes 
for  more  ani  bett  -r  pastures --and  throughout  Louisiana,  for  that 
matter.  Figures  r c ntly  compiled  nn  a survey  of  some  155  farms 
in  the  area  of  Project  15  show  a oastur  shortage,  based  on 
stock  owned  in  the  area , that  runs  into  hundreds  and  hundreds  of 
acres.  The  Soil  Pros ion  Service  is  helping  to  build  new  and 
hotter  pastures  and  those  farriers  of  the  area  who  are  cooperat- 
ing by  increasing  the  pasturage  on  their  individual  places  are 
the  ones  who  will  benefit  now  and  in  the  future  from  the  work 
being  done. 


Mr.  Dee  states  that  instruction  in  pasture  work  in  the 
schools  of  Webster  Parish,  has  be,  n completad  to  date  at  Sibley, 
lubberly,  Heflin,  Evergreen  and  Shonyaloo. 
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TO  DO  WORK  ON  SUBSISTENCE 

HOMESTEAD  PROJECT 

A cooperative  arrangement 
under  which  the.-  Soil  Eros i on  Ser- 
vice will  direct  an  cro-s ion- con- 
trol and  land-use  program  on  the 
Federal  Subsistence  Homesteads 
Pro  ,j  e ct  at  Mont  ice  Ho,  Go  orgia  , 
has  been  announced. 

Under  the  arrangement,  which 
combines  in  one  area  the  activi- 
ties of  two  important  emergency 
agencies  of  the.  Interior  Depart- 
ment, specialists  or  the  Soil 
Erosion  Service  will  direct  Mon- 
ti cello  homesteaders  in  the  use 
of  scientific  farming.  methods 
designed  to  curb  erosion  and  pre- 
s e r v e t he  1 a n d . 

S,  E,  S.  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

A complete  bibliography  on 
soil  erosion,  containing  refer- 
ences to  more  than  1,150  sources 
of  information,  has  been  com- 
piled. 

"I  feel  the  work  , . will 
fill  a 1 o ng  - s t ' . nd  i ng  n a e d , ?t 
stated  Director  Bennett.  ’’One 
reason  why  the  vastly  important 
subject  of  erosion  has  received 
such  scanty  attention  in  the 
past  has  boon  the  lack  of  a re- 
liable guide  to  sources  of  infor- 
mation. Now,  for  the  first  time 
an  accurate  Index  of  the  princi- 
pal publications  containing  im- 
portant data  on  erosion  is  made 
readily  accessible.” 

Included  in  the  references 
are  books,  scientific  papers  and 
technical  articles  published  in 
many  nations  of  the  world. 


Niff  ASPECT  0"  SOIL  ERO- 
SION PR  0 BLl i 1 

a new  and  menacing  aspect 
of  tm  soil  erosion  problem 
has  been  discovered  in  the  rap- 
id spread  of  plant  disease  and 
weed  pests  in  certain  sections 
of  the  West. 

S o i 1 wa shed  from  e r o d i n g 
and  disease-infested  slopes  is 
carrying  infection  to  low: r 
lands  which,  because  of  their 
no r e r e s i s t e nt  character,  ha v e 
h i t hr  r t o been  ' ma  f f a c t e d . Tho 
disclosur.  was  nr.de  in  a report 
submitted  to  Dr.  Walter  0.  Low- 
dermilk,  Vice-Director  of  the 
Soil  Erosion  S rvico  by  Vincent 
E.  Blanchard,  County  Agent,  and 

T . R . M e r r y w 3 a t he  r , Assist a n t 

County  Age nt  for  Ventura  County, 
California . 

5,500  MILES  TERRACES 

Mom.  than  5,500  miles  of 
erosion  control  terraces  have 
been  completed  und--r  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Service,  It  has  been 
announced . 

Ap proximate ly  50,000  r cr es 
of  lend  hive  been  fully  treated, 
with  the  necessary  work  averag- 
ing 570  foot  or. 07  miles  of  ter- 
racing. Per  acre.  In  addition 
36,971  tmrccu  outik  structures 
having  nearly  550,000  feet  of 
artificial  and  natural  chnnnelwa 
for  carrying  off  water  have  b an 
constructed . 

More  than  350  miles  of  ter- 
racing has  been  completed  on  the 
North  Louisiana  Project  since 
work  was  started  here. 


March  1,  1935 


THE  BRUSEY- COOLEY- CYPRESP  CREEK 


the  U.  S.  SOIL  EROS  I CM  SERVICE, 
Project  Ho.  15,  Department  of 
the  Interior.  Webster  and  Lin- 
coln Parishes,  Louisiana 


"Don’t  make  much  difference 
vrhen  you  start.  There  ainrt 
nothing  in  farming  noway.  Anyhow, 
ITm  kinda  figuring  with  a fellow 
to  go  to  work  to  the  mill  in  a 
couple  of  weeks.  Maybe  I wonTt 
farm  this  year.” 

r,Does  the  mill  offer  steady 
work?"  I asked . 

"This  job  oughta  last  a 
couple  months,"  he  shot  back. 


Vo/./  AM 

H.  M.  Mims,  Acting  Regional 
Director 

Harold  G.  Anthony,  Editor 


TWO  MEIN 

He  was  sitting  on  his  front 
steps,  chin  resting  in  cupped 
hands,  when  I drove  up--a  per- 
fect picture  of  dejected  lazi- 
ness . 

"ItTs  a great  morning,"  I 
said  to  him. 

"It’ll  do,"  he  replied. 


"But  that  wonTt  keep  your 
family  the  whole  year . And  then 
when  the  job  does  nlay  out  you 
wonTt  have  a crop  in.  What’ll 
you  do  then?" 

"I  dun no.  Guess  something 
will  turn  up.” 

I agreed  with  him;  I was 
sure  he  didn’t  know.  I left  him 
sitting  there  in  the  same  posi- 
tion that  I found  him. 

I had  to  walk  across  a 40- 
acre  field  to  reach  the  second 
man.  He  didn’t  see  rae  coming.  He 
wras  turning  up  fresh-smelling 
earth  and  whistling  "Happy  Days 
Are  Here  Again"  as  he  followed 
his  mule  across  the  field. 


"Guess  you’ 11  be  breaking 
ground  and  getting  readv  to  put 
in  another  crop,"  I suggested  to 
raake  conversation. 

"Waal,  it’s  about  time  to  do 
that,"  he  answered,  "but  I dun- 
no,  I dunno.  -Kinda  figgered  on 
gettin’  my  garden  ready  today, 
but  I reckon  it  won’t  hurt  to 
wait  until  tomorrow.  Ain’t  no 
hurry.  Ain’t  no  hurry,  I guess, 

I got  all  summer  to  work  in  my 
crops . " 

"Yes,  but  wouldn’t  you  make 
more  headway  if  you  started  your 
farming  operations  at  the  ear- 
liest possible  time?" 


"Good  morning,"  I greeted 
him.  "Great  day  isn’t  it?" 

"Don’t  knew  as  I ever  seen 
a better  cne,"  he  shot  back,  smil 
Ing,  "Yossir,  this  here  dirt 
just  smells  plumb  grand  ard  I 
reckon  I’m  about  the  happiest  fel 
low  in  the  world  this  morning." 

"Pine,"  I said.  "What  has 
happened  to  make  you  so  happv." 

"Happened?"  He  looked  at  me 
with  a quizzical  expression  on 
his  face.  "Man,  nothing  ain’t 
happened  in  particular  -oxc uW  ■ 7 
it’s  spring  again.  Eero  I am  r 
across  this  field,  turning  up 


s we  e t , d crap  smelling  earth; 
birds  is  e.-s inpin’  in  that  thick- 
et down  yonder;  why,  even  this 
danged  old  mule  is  prancinT  a- 
long  full  of  pep  this  morn ing . 
Happened?  Man,  nothing  a inTt  hap- 
pened. Id o t h ing  don’t  h a y e to 
happen,  Kerens  everything  all 
around  us  that  we  need , The 
world  is  waking  up.  Gosh  dern, 
it f s spr  ing -tir  le , no  thing  do  n 7 1 
have  to  happen , ” 


nYou T re  right , ”1  said  „ ”Ti±l ngs 
arc-  happening  so  fast,  that  it 
really  seems  that  nothing  is 
happening . ” 


"Tessir,  the  Good  Lord  is 
bringing,  us  another  springtime, 
another  chance  to  put  in  a new 
crop;  another  opportunity  to 
grow  things  . vr 


"How’d  you  do  last  year?” 
I inquired. 


"Wc  11 , 
but  I don’t 
should  keep 
barter  this 


I didn’t  do  so  we 1 1 , 
see  as  how  that 
me  from  trying  to  do 
year.  Lust  because 


a fell  ow  d o n 1 1 mak  e a.  b i g crop 


on:  y ear,  ainrt  no  reason  why  he 
should  think  he  never  will  do  no 
good.  Why,  I guess  if  I couldn’t 
got  out  here  in  my  fl 3 Id  with 
t he  c omi ng  of  ever y spring,  I 
just  wouldn’t  care  ’bout  going 
on  living.” 


"You  talk  like  a man  with 
real  ambition  and  your  optimism 
i s mo st  refresh! ng , ” I 1 au g ho d » 

”Y our  no i ghb o r does n • t ap pe ar  to 
have  your  sane  outlook Ly 

"Well  now,  John  is  a good 
follow,  but  me  and  him  just  don’t 
see  things  alike,  I ain’t  never 
figured  no  way  to  moke  a living 
except  to  get  out  and  work  my 
land , Seems  like  John  things  a 
fellow  can  get  by  without  doing 
a little  sweating.” 


”is  your  neighbor  a coopera- 


ter  with  the  Soil  Erosion  Ser- 
vice? ” 

”Nawy  I done  my  best  to  get 
John  to  sign  up  like  I did,  but 
he  said  wasn’t  no  use  trying  to 
work  yourself  down  doing  all  the 
Soil  Erosion  Service  fellows 
wa nt c d him  to  do.  Ha  just  c o u 1 dn ( 1 
see  it o ” 


’’Row  about  yourself?” 
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reasons  I’rn  looking  forward  to 
this  crop  year  * If  the  govern- 
ment: is  willing  to  do  wn at  it  has 
for  me,  I don’t  aim  to  let  it 
down  by  not  doing  my  dead  level 
test  to  make  the  most  of  my  land.’ 

Two  men;  each  wi+'h  the  same 
opportunity,  the  same  t;ype  of 
farm.,  the  same  kind  of  weather — 
but  as  far  apart  In  their  atti- 
tude s t own r d life  as  the  LoJ.es. 


It  is  mazing , this  enthus- 
persne  ct-ihe , 


iasm,  this  broad 
which  is  held  by 
operators  with  tl 
Service.  I could 
think,  as  I left 
man’s  farm,  that 


moot  of  the  co- 
rn Soil  Erosion 
ret  help  but 
this  second 
if  a ho  Soil  Ero 


si on  Servic 
thing  but  i 
iasm  and  a 


r had  not  done  a 
11S  t i 1 1 a n av  e nthus  - 
new  ambition  in  the 


hearts  of  its  cooperators  that 
it  has  more  than  paid  its  way. 


Two  men l 1 shall  wo. ten  them 
closely  through  this  learning  view 
I think' I know  which  will  be  suc- 
cessful . 


13- 


Bean,  Soils  Expert 


Herewith  is  presented  another  article  on  the  series,  discuss- 
ing various  soils  types  in  the  North  Louisiana  Project  Area,  bv  A, 
H.  Bean,  Soils  Expert,  Readers  of  the  News  who  preserve  each  issue 
of  the  publication  will  be  able  to  gather  a.  complete  file  of  ma- 
terial regarding  soils. 


ORANGEBURG 


SANDY  LOAN 


Orangeburg  fine  sandy  loam  is  considered  one  of  the  best  types 
of  soil  found  within  the  watershed  of  Project  15.  It  consists  of 
from  10  to  18  inches  of  a brownish  to  yellowish  gray  loamy  fine 
sand  which  is  loose  and  .incoherent  resting  on  red  friable  sandy 
clay  or  clay  loam.  The  red  clay  subsoil  is  very  pervious  to  water 
and  is  also  rather  retentative,  making  the  soil  well  drained  and 
drought  resistant. 


Orangeburg  is  usually  found  on  rolling  to  hilly  sites  and  is 
very  well  drained  both  surficially  and  internally.  This  quick  drain- 
age has  allowed  the  subsoil  to  oxidize  to  rather  great  depths,  often 
to  five  or  six  feet  below  the  surface  and  this  oxidation  has  aided 
the  permeability  and  structure  of  the  soil  until  it  has  the  most 
friable  tilth  for  plant  growth.  Iron  concretions  are  commonly  scat- 
tered throughout  the  profile. 

The  natural  timber  growth  of  pines  and  nixed  hardwoods  are 
seldom  found  as  most  of  this  soil  is  in  cultivation.  Hov/ever,  with- 
out addition  of  organic  matter  yields  from  Orangeburg  soils  have 
been  somewhat  lowered,  and  they  return  very  little  farming  profit. 
These  soils  are  easily  brought  back  to  fertility  by  the  use  of 
leguminous  green  manure  crops  and  organic  fertilizers  alons  with  ap- 
plication of  well-balanced  complete  commercial  fertilisers. 

This  soil  is  well  adapted  to  fruits  and  garden  truck,  but  will 
also  return  good  yields  of  the  common  field  crops. 

Erosion  is  not  severe  even  though  the  soil  is  found  on  sloping 
land  as  the  rainfall  easily  penetrates  the  soil,  tbus  lowering  the 
run-off  and  wash-off.  Y/hen  water  is  concentrated,  however,  the  soil 
erodes  into  deep,  straight-sided  gullies.  Sheet  washing  is  not 
serious,  but  occasionally  is  severe  on  the  sides  of  knolls  or  steep 
slopes.  The  incorporation  of  organic  matter  along  with  careful  ter- 
racing, strip  cropping  and  contour  cultivation  is  very  successful 
in  holding  the  soil  in  place,  and  the  productivity  of  the  soil  will 
be  kept  up  almost  indefinitely.’ 


MR.  E APPIER:  The  Soil  Erosion  Service  is  here  for  your  benefit. 
Call  on  us  1 
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Boys  enrolled  in  the  ter  high  schools 
now  receiving  instruction  in  a nine  weeks’ 
erosion  control  work  ns  advocated  and  put 
Louisiana  by  th  lT.  S.  Soil  Erosion  Sorvic 


of  Webster  Parish  are 
course  in  all  phases  of 
nto  practice  in  Worth 


so 


Instruction  of  all  high  school  boys  in  the 
work  was  made  possible  through  a cooperative 
officials  of  Soil  Erosion  Service  Project  15 
n,  superintendent  of  parish  schools. 


parish  in  this  type 
movement  s pons ore d 
and  E.  S.  Ri chard - 
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Real  i si  ng  th  a t t he 
ers  of  tomorrow  and  that 
erva felon  and  proper  land 
be  definitely  reflected 
the  future,  it  is  felt  t 
will  be  of  untold  value 


high  school  boys  of  today  will  be  the  f .r Ti- 
the inculcation  o:p  principl  s of  land  pres- 
usage  in  the  minds  of  the  students  will 
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One  does  not  have  to  be  s cient if lea] ly  turned  to  recognize 
the  fact  that  for. ire  and  thick- growing  pasture  grasses  are  two  of 
the  .greatest  enemies  of  erosion.  The  raison  is  simple --foray:  and 
pasture  grasses  simply  hold  rainwater  whore  it  falls,  doing  away 
with  rapid  run-off  and  ccnsaoueat  washing  away  of  soil.  Rov?g 
of  eroded  or  denuded  areas  is  a difficult  task  duo  to  the  vor 
dent  fact  that  even  hardy  plants  and  grasses  must  have  a certain 
amount  of  plant  food  in  order  to  survive . Expressing  the  point  bet- 
ter, this  difficulty  of  making  vegetation  grow  on  eroded  land  is 

it  of  such  soil;  (2)  low  water 
; topsoil  Is  removed , vwich  in 

f the  plants  which  do  cine  up 
f them  not  oven  living  through 
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The  objects  of  ol  acting  soil  conserving  plants,  as  hinted  in  a 
previous  paragraph  are:  First,  for  the  prevention  of  rapid  run-off 
of  rain  water.  Grasses  and  for:,.::  hold  water  longer  than  bare  land , 
offering,  an  opportunity  for  tan  artn  to  soak  it  up.  Second,  soil 
conserving  plants  naturally  pms  _.rve  v,  luablc  topsoil  by  stopping  of 
washing.  The  two  mejor  ob  j a cats  of  such  plants  ar  e interlocking  and 
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as  a logical  result,  is  don-  away  with. 


There  are  several  ways  by  which  the  landowner  may  prevent  loss 
of  valuable  topsoil  from  his  cultivated  fields.  There  are  terracing, 
contour  plowing  end  strip  cropping.  We  are  most  cor  corned  here  with 
strip  cropping, by  which  we  mean  planting  on  the  contour  strips  of 
thick-rooted  crops  in  clean  cultivated  fields . Among  the  close 
rooted  plants  which  ar?  recommended  for  annual  strip  crops  arc 


sorghum,  sudan  grass, 


oats,  sod  grasses,  timothy  grass,  legumes  01 
all  kinds,  lespedeza,  white  dutch  clover  and  particularly  In  our 
area  carpet  grass  end  bermuaa  grass  and  oats,  and  some  others. 
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Project  .15  hr  s had  a hr  v r.unb  or  cv  visitors  during  the  r st 
few  nonths.  It  Is  always  . pleasure  to  show  rroups  of  interest : a 
far: n-s  and  business  nen  iron  points  outside  th-  area  in  Louis im .a 
over  the  work  that  has  b 3 m an  I is  b in;'  done.  Visitors  can  be  no- 
sured  of  f inline,  a randv  wo  leone  at  both  the  Huston  and  aanlan 


t ,# 


i /-< 

i X 


/ 


(\ 


i / i f Y U C 


f~  r-y  v V 


l \ 

i v 


x 


I / 


\X 

s‘  ’ 


~_U 


There  was  a tine  when  Aunt  Jane  Austin  ant  her  brood  of  pick- 
aninnies lived  on  the  fat  of  the  land.  .3 von  after  the  death  of  her 
husband,  Aunt  Jane  and  her  ?v  Chilians”  tilled  their  little  forty 
acre  farm  and  cane  out  at  the  e rid  of  each  crop  season  with  sone 
no  no  j in  the  bank. 

That  was  a long  tine  ago- -at  boost  in  the  comparative  tino  of 
a life  1 s span.  But  those  happy  days  are  g one  forever  for  Aunt  Jane 


Austin,  The  big  cotton  crops,  th 
of  the  past. 


onk  accounts  are  only  neraorie; 


It  was  in  the  opening  year  of  the  twentieth  century  that  Aunt 
Jane T s husband  moved  his  family  into  a new  house  on  a 40-acre  wood- 
ed tract  which  he  had  bought  in  Jacks  on  Parish,  Louisiana,  The  forty 
acres  sloped  westward  from  'the  too  of  the  hill  where  the  house  was 
built.  Aunt  Jane’s  husband  industriously  set  about  clearing  the 
timber  from  the  little  place.  He  made  a clean  job  of  the  work  for 
when  hi  finished  there  were  only  a few  frees  left  or  the  plot  and 
those  were  around  the  house  on  top  of  the  knoll. 

Aunt  Janc-’s  husband  was  a one-horse  farmer.  But  he  made  that 
one  horse  the  means  of  producing  as  high  as  ten  bales  of  cotton  in 
addition  to  a fine  vegetable  garden  and  corn  crop,  which  with  sugar 
cane,  in  the  damp  spot  around  the  spring  and  a ’ tat  or  patch,  fed  the 
family  nicelTm 


Life  was  good  for  a number  of  years.  T he  cotton  land  produced 
heavily  and  the  corn,  ’ tutor  rued  can  -•  production  was  high. 

Aunt  Jane’s  husband  never  did  know  why  the  production  of  his 


4-  V;  4*  i' 


le  p a s s i n y y e a r 


forty  acres  gradually  grew  less  and  less  wi 
Folks  in  those  days  didn’t  give  much  thought  to  sheet  washing  and 
the  carrying  away  of  productive  topsoil  by  rushing  rainwaters c 

Cultivating  of  the*  forty  acres  was  not  as  easy  a to.sk  in  1920 
as  it  had  been  in  1910.  Little  gullies  had  started  down  the  gently 
sloping  hill.  Sure  enough  the  farm  was  ’’wearing  out”. 

Then  in  1921  there  came  a big  storm  and  a deluge  of  rain.  The 
water  rushed  from  the  eaves  of  the  house  and  formed  a small  channel 
down  the  hillside • 

”It  want  no  time-  bof  o ’ dat  gully  was  too  big  to  jump  a mule 
across,”  Aunt  Jane  says,  reniniscingly , ”Befo’  I hardly  kn 


whut  wus  go in’  on,  it 
feet  deep.” 


|U£ 


loom 


like  dat  gu 


wus 


loro  dan  ten 


Let’s  jump  a few  years,  now.  That  gully  is  now  more  than 
feet  deep.  It  has  grown  and  spread  in  such  a manner  as  to  make 


r 


nearly  half  of  tho  original  forty  acres  useless  for  f amino ..  Ore  r 
smaller  gullies  have,  ripped  the  hillside  to  shreds c On  the  fevr 
spots  bo two on  the  gullies  where,  it  is  still  smooth  enough  to  run 
a plow,  hunt  Jane  and  hr  now  grown  children  and  ?.  rand  chi]  dror. 
manage  to  make  a bale  of  cotton.  "It  jus T looks  like  my  whore 
fo? ty  acres  has  washed  away  in  dat  big  gully,"  Aunt  Jane  sa^s  wist- 
fully . 


And  it  is  true.  Aunt  Jane  is  now  looking  to  the  rel 
izations  for  her  b r e a d a nd  h c r c h i 1 d r e n and  g:  rand  chi  ldrc 
renting  farm  land  from  a neighbor  in  an  effort  to  make  a 


ief  ora an- 
n p r g 

li^el ihood 


how  if  the  plight  of  Aunt  Jane  Austin  could  be  pointed  out 
as  the  only  horrible  example  of  what  unrestrained  erosion  can  do 
to  a hill  farm.,  we  might  not  be  so  concerned.  But  Aunt  Jane’s 
farm  is  simply  one  of  thousands  that  have  been  ruined  by  the  great 
enemy  erosion. 

Not  just  one  person  or  one  family  has  been  deprived  of  its  in- 
dependence, tut  millions  of  acres  of  formerly  productive  farm  land 
have  been  washed  "into  dat  big  gullyvg 


In  round  figures,  according  to  a 
completed  by  the  IT.  S.  Soil  Erosion  S 
352  c.cres  have  been  found  to  be  alfec 
this  total  503,041,357  acres  are  nod 
acres  are  severely  mulliel  and  the  a 


746,- 


national  survey  recently 
rvieo,  a total  of  933, 
ed  by  gullying  alone.  Of 
eratelu  gullied,  425,736,438 
s bounding  * total  of  9,968,507 


acres  cf  land  have  been  completely  destroyed  for  farming  purposes 
by  gullying.  In  addition  to  this, nearly  one-half  billion  acres  of 
land  have  been  seriously  affectud  by  less  spectacular  sheet  ero- 
sion. Th  i report  further  shows  that  out  of  a total  acre  age  of 


airiest  one  and  one-half  billion  acres  surveyed  only  a little  more 
than  540,000,000  acres  were  found  to  show  little  cr  no  erosion. 


When  wo  look  at  these  figures,  wo 
Aunt  Jane  Austin,  along  with  thousands 
attention  if  we  ere  to  keep  millions  of 
of  the  future  and  pr.serm  the  wc .If are- 


re  alize  that  the  case  of 
just  like  hers,  must  have 
people  off  the  relief  rolls 
cf  our  nation  as  a whole. 


Two  hundred  yards  from  Aunt  Jane  Austin’s  little  cabin  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  stands  of  timber  in  Louisiana.  Aunt  Jane 
will  tell  you  that  when  she  moved  her  little  family  tc  the  now  de- 
nuded forty  acres,  that  the  land  upon  which  thousands  of  fifty-feet- 
higli  pines  are  new  standing  was  covered  with  sapl inns  --such  as 
those  which  were  cleared  off  her  forty  ncm  tract. 


There’s  a wonderful  lesson  in  conservation  to  be  drawn  between 
the  several  hundred  acre  protected  forest  which  overshadows  Aunt 
Jane’s  deeply  eroded  hillside  farm l What  an  earth-surface  picture J 
And  it  took  only  a pitiful  few  years  to  draw  It’. 


Truly  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  has  a man-sized  job  I ^ job 
which  can  be  met  most  successfully  when  the  cooperation  and  v.nole- 
henrted  support  of  every  individual  farmer  is  had  in  the  betid 
now  being  carried  on  against  erosion. 


Farriers  who  have  signed  cooperative  agreements  with  the  Soil 
Erosion  Service,  and  who  desire  to  have  terracing  work  done  on  their 
land  after  crops  are  put  in,  are  urged  to  leave  a space  in  their 
cultivated  fields  from  bO  to  40  feet  wide.  By  leaving  such  arsas 
in  the  cultivated  fields,  it  will  be  possible  for  the  Soil  Erosion 
Service  tractors  to  get  on  the  cultivated  fields  and  continue  ter- 
racing work  after  summer  crops  are  put  in. 


Farriers  on  whose  lands  only  about  half  of  the  required  and 
desired  terracing  has  been  done,  by  leaving  the  uncultivated  strips 
in  their  fields  will  be  able  to  get  all  of  their  land  terraced. 


It  is  pointed  out  in  this  connection,  that  the  f carmens  is  no 
loser  by  leaving  the  terracing  strips  in  his  fields,  for  he  not 
only  gains  complete  terracing  work  for  his  farm,  but  he  may  rent 
the  area  thus  left  out  of  cultivation.  Engineers  of  the  Soil  Ero- 
sion Servic>e,  will  measure  the  strips  and  figure  the  acres  left 
out  of  cultivation.  In  addition,  It  is  pointed  cut  that  the  Soil 
Erosion  Service  will  furnish  seed  for  the  planting  of  sorghum,  peas, 
sudan  grass  or  lesped'eza  on  the  n vwlv  constructed  terraces,  thus 
adding  the  strip  crop  feature  of  erosion  control  to  these  acres  and 
also  furnishing  the  farm  with  fine  feed  crops. 


# 


It  will  be  distinctly  to  the 
who  wants  the  terracing  work  finish 
strips  as  outlined  at o v o . Those  wb o 
in  touch  with  the  offic 
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d vantage  o: 
d on  his  f; 
anticipate 


1 e ve r v cooper a t or 
;.rn  to  leave  the 
doing  so  should  get 


one; 


n o: 


the 


t 


E n a 1 n o c ' r s ma  y 
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■ 1 o to  lay  o: 


ti 


terra 


li: 


s o 


will  be  no  confusion 


.s  to  t ho  s pa cc  t o r r a c e s w ill  occ u py 


Tractors  in  both  the  Huston  and  Minden  areas  have  been  equipped 
with  lights  so  that  terracing  work  can  be  carried  on  at  night.  Pres- 
ent plans  call  for  operating  the  tractors  and  graders  on  a two- 
shift  basis. 


While  a great  deal  of  night  work  has  not  boon  done  since  the 
arrival  of  the  lights,  due  to  the  bad  weather,  with  clearing  skies 
and  less  rain,  it  is  anticipated  that  the  area  which  can  he  covered 
by  the  terracing  equipment  will  be  materially  increased  as  a full 
night  shift  will  be  on  the  job. 


It  has  been  found  in  practice- 
equipment  Is  such  that  work  can  be 


night  runs  that  the 
done  as  well  as  nig' 


lighting 
t as  in  daytiim 
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The  importance  of  forests  in  baildinr  and  retaining  soil 
porosity  and  wa t o r - ab  s or b i in  c a p e.  c i 1 7 c a n s 0 a r c e 1 y b e c. TT o r e s t i ~ 
mated*  In  many  regions  the  -fail are:  of  springs  end  stroma . io rar- 
ing of  around  we  ter  levels,  and  serious  i lore  case  in  00  i 3 erosion 
can  be  traced  directlv  to  tie  reno yim  cf  forests  from  n on -arm- 


culbural  lands,  or 


s 


■OV1.1S  t: 


erf e cf i voces, 


or  ear  co  rTer 


by  repr anted  burring  or  excessive  crazing*  Loth  droughts  and 
floods  of  recent  years'  have  emphasized  tie  necessity  of  reducin 
surface  water  run-off  and  of  l.mpro  7iny  those  cone  it  ions  of  soil 
and  vegetative  cover  whic 
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Soil  under  old-, growth  forest  has  been  found  in  experiment 
to  be  much  more  porous  and  to  have  a for  greater  wa 
capacity  than  the  some  soil  cleared  and  cultivated  * 


ater-holdirr 


Specie  1 inportan.ee  in  the  experiments  conduct  id  is  g-.ven  to 
the  determination  of  the  effects  of  repeated  do:  1 irninp  end 

excess  in o { r azi ns  3 o pre vt . 1 0 n t i 11  the  0 z a r k s o n t h e \ ; e t e r e bsorp- 


f the  chortv  soils  of  Missouri  and  at  ken; 


tivc  capacity 
Loess ial  soils  of  Suthern  Illinois, 
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In  the  Southern  Illinois  tost,  undisturbed 
found  to  absorb  22  .50  d res  at  of  ’ r t ; r applied : 


orest  areas  were 
>pon  pasture  ab- 


sorbed 4„57  percent  cud  burned  over  woods , 1..43  percent. 

orest  r 


4 * 


In  the  t e s t s . ic  d e 1 r. 
od  42,82  percent  of  water 


Aryans  is  , 
? 


reas  1 


•Tbs  orb  - 


und is turfed 

1 0 n lied;  op e n pc.. s t ur e ab s orb e^  9.77  per- 
wo  od  s , 8.817  p 3 r 0 e r t . 


The-  f i mires  riven  arc  the  nv 


. *>"»  r ^r*  :> 


f or  four  a a el i c at i ons . 


; h c s e v cry  oxo. cti nr  tests 


Thus,  can  b definitely  seen  fro. 
that  the  importance  of  .forests  in -building  and.  retaining  soil  po- 
rosity and  water  absorbing  cr  pr.  city  demonstrates  tb.o  value  of  for- 
ests in  protecting  soils  from  erosion  and  gullyinv  caused  bir  the 
rapid  run-off  of  rain  ’ vat  or . 


* 


Unusual  success  has  reword- 
ed  the  efforts  of  the  neuters  of 
the  staff  of  the  Rust  on  office 
in  the  presentation  of  the  play 
entitled  "The  Trial  of  px  Soil 
Robber” . 

This  play  lias  been  pi  van  in 
most  of  the  communities  o±  Lin- 
coln parish  and  interest  in  the 
play  grow  so  rapidly  following 
the  first  few  perf-r  uncos  that 
members  of  the  cast  have  teen 
rushed  with  invitations  to  ap- 
pear almost  nightly  at  various 
points . 


nukes  a strong  effort  to  convince 
t h e j u r v that  Doolittle’s  pr  a c - 
ticcs  arc  ail  right,  ho  stands 
no  real  chance  of  carrying  his 
point  with  the  progressive  and 
brainy  jury  which  readily  ren- 
ders a verdict  of  guilty. 

The  prosecution  builds  up 
a strong  case  on  the  testimony 
o f o n ;■  An d r ev 7 S ha r p , a soils 
3yport,  and  Hr.  Work,  a.  farmer 
wh  o f o 1 1 ow  s t h e b e s t f a r ni  y r 
and  land  use  practices  as  ad- 
vocated by  the  TJ.  S.  Soil  Ero- 
sion Service. 


So  wide  has 

Interest  in 

this 

XI 

0 

0 

g 

court  prcce 

hire  s ureal, 

that 

many 

communities 

outside  of  b 

he 

area 

of  Project 

j_  F '*  h are  1 n v 1 a 

cd 

the  Ruston  force 

to  ' Lv  tae 

play. 

Only  one  pe 

rformance  of 

"The 

Trial 

of  a Soil 

Robber"  has  b 

OCR 

r?  0 ~\t  (Z. 

in  'Wooster 

Parish,  b • c - 

\J  g 0 

of  t n 

e-  fact  that 

the  cc.st  has 

been  kept  so  busv  in  Lincoln 
parish,  it  has  beer  next-  to  im- 
possible to  find  a "spot"  when 
they  could  come  over  to  Webster. 

Tull  houses,  in  fact  over- 
f 1 ow  i ng  au  I lone  c s , h,  ivu  g r 3 c-  t . d 
each  ..end  every  performance  of 
the  play. 

The  play  has  to  do  with  the 
trial  of  one  Hiram  Doolittle  on 
the  charge  of  practicing  poor 
farming  methods  and  A'  nd  use 
practices  to  such  an  extent 
that  he  has  run  down  Lis  farm 
and  robbed  his  land  of  its  fer- 
tility. 

While  the  defense  attorney 


The  play  brings  out  the  ad- 
vantages of  the  ntire  program 
of  work  now  being  put  into  prac- 
tice on  t'.v  farms  of  cooper*: ter s 
in  the  area  of  Project  15  and 
shows  ccnc]  usiv:  I37  that  soil  ero- 
sion and  gullying  can  be  stopped 
by  the  us  of  proper  method s. 

Whi.l  the  play  is  humorous 
t hr  ug 1 1 out , ne v r t he  1 c s s it  is 
serious  in  th : important  aspects 
of  putt i a ov  -t  the  story  of 
rosier  control  and  proper  land 
utilization.  It  tolls  the  work 
of  the  soil  erosion  program  in 
such  0.  manner  as  to  be  convinc- 
i n g a n 1 ~ d ucational. 

G r 3 a t c r a d i t i s du  e the 
me  mb  r s o f t h 0 Ru sten  s t a f f wh o 
are  carrying  on  this  groat  piece 
of  a due  Atonal  work  alone’  with 
t h : i r o a he r du  ties. 

Persons  who  have  not  Tmt 
had  an  opportunity  to  so-  this 
play  are  urged  to  watch  for  fu- 
ture announcmcnto  of  whore  it 
will  be  givc-n  and  make  It  a point 
to  be  on  hand.  It’s  worthwhile! 


The  drouth  in  September,  October  end  the  first  hr.. If  of  No- 
vember delayed  the  planting  of  fall  strip  crops  to  a considerable 
extent.  However,  to  date  265  cooperative  agreements  have  been 
signed  involving  approximately  53,655  ceres  on  which  definite 
plans  of  land  utilization  and  crop  rotations  have  been  worked  out  < 


Winter  strip  crops  of  oats  and  vetch  have  been  planted  to  the 
extent  of  1,165  acres.  The  • cost  of  said  alone  for  pi  anti  nr  this 
area  has  run  to  approximately  210,000  of  which  the  farmers  receive 
the  full  benefit.  Tir  re  are  now  imd  r ar  re  orient  a total  of  2,124 
acr  ;S  upon  which  spring  and  summer  strip  crops  will  be  planted. 
These-  crops  will  consist  of  sorghum,  peas,  Sudan  grass  and  le spe- 
cie za.  Se-ad  and  fertilizer  for  putting  in  these  strip  crops  will 
run  to  a cost  of  approximately  £12 ,750.  Again  the  f mner  will  bo 
the  recipient  of  t'n  benefits  to  bo  derived  from,  those  crops. 


in  control! in 


■tv- 


itional 


In  additior  te  serving  an  inestiwabl  vHm 
erosion,  the  strip  crops,  it  is  believed,  will 
great  purpose  oi  supplying  much  nomad  f o : d for  livestock,  which 
is  always  short  in  this  section.  ^ very  strikin/  advantage  that 
strip  crops  have  canr  th  usual  method  of  -existing  cropping  sys- 


tems is  that  there  are 
year.  A f al  1 o r wi  .nt  c r 
spring  or  s u.’  r.ie r c r o p of 

for  tli 

it  . 


two  crops  planted 
e r c p o f oat s a n d v < 
pc  as  and  sorghum 


or 


1G 


each 


makes  it  possibl- 
seasons  of  the  y 


Jl£> 

far- 


in'. uanci 
;tch,  followed 
This  two -crop  syster 


by 


r to  take  advantage  of  tin  various 


Another  TTwry  important  f,wtur  of  tv.;  strip  crops  being  used 
in  this  area  is  th  building  of  the  soil  through  the  planting  of 
leguminous  strip  crops. 

Th  - usual  eras*  of  f -m:  d shortage  in  this  area  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  th..  farmers  d p nd  lorg--.lv  on  corn  hr  food,  and  this 
crop  is  often  a fa  5.  lure  bee*  use  of  sum  or  drouths . With  the  strip 
crop-  syster.  the  farmer  Is  t he  advantages  of  the  vary  in;'  seasons 
of  the  entire  ye  ir  tc  produce  one  or  two  crops,  which  rarely  ever 
fail . 


Wtare  possible  it  is  b .inr  arranged  with  the  farmers  to  leave 
strips  of  land  about  30  to  40  fmt  wide  uncult ivate-o.  whore  ter- 
races can  be  constructed  during  tie  summer.  Land  rented  tc  the  g ev- 
er nnint  can  be  left  in  such  strips  and  when  the  tirraces  ar  caw  . 
structed  s onetime  between  the  present  time  and  Juno,  the  Sole  Er 
sion  Service  expects  te  furnish  fertilizer , peas  me  sorghu~g  sc 
to  plant  on  tim s tc. rr  ccs  in  crier  that  the  farm  r may  cbt.w 
food  crop  and  at  the  same'  tine  reduce  erosion  on  such  areas  tc 
minimum. 
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J . W.  BiAltSTT,  In  Charge 
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A check  up  of  results  achieved,  as  of  February  15,  in  the 
gopher  poisoning  campaign,  which  is  being  carried  on  as  an  integral 
phase  of  the  erosion  control  work  being  done  by  the  Soil  Erosion 
Service,  indicates  that  more  than  50,000  gophers  have  been  killed 

OJ 


farms  in  Webster  and 


coin  parishes,  "The  figure,  which 


a most  conservative  one,"  states  d,  W.  Hammett  in  charge  of  this 


work,  "conclusively  shows  the  value 
fields  of  this  little  burrowing  animal  by  poisoning." 


-ng 


Tests,  which  have  been  made  on  certain  designated  areas,  where 
a close  check  was  kept  on  results  obtained  bv  poisoning,  show  con- 
clusively that  90 % of  the  gophers  are  killed  on  areas  where  the 
poisoning  campaign  has  reached. 

In  carrying  on  this  work,  Mr.  Hammett  states,  that  a total 
of  five  thousand  pounds  of  potatoes  have  been  used,  this  amount 
making  one  thousand  gallons  of  bait.  A total  of  15-J-  pounds  of 
strychnine  has  been  used  on  this  potato-bait. 


The  poisoning  work  has  been  curried  out  on  184  farms  in  Web- 
ster and  Lincoln  parishes  with  slightly  more  than  22,904  acres 
having  been  covered.  The  average  number  of  gophers  killed  per  acre 
is  between  two  and  three. 


Many  people  do  not  realize  the  importance  of  exterminating 
the  gopher  from  their  land.  It  is  necessary  to  do  away  with  these 
borrowing  animals,  however,  if  terraces,  dams  and  other  control 
structures  are  to  be  given  an  opportunity  to  perform  the  duty  of 
efficiently  controlling  run-off  of  rainwater.  Many  breaks  in  ter- 
races and  various  types  of  dams  may  be  traced  directly  to  the  bor- 
rows made  by  the  gophers. 

Moles  are  also  destructive,  though  not  to  the  degree  of  the 
gopher  along  these  lines.  Moles  are  best  controlled  by  trapping, 

Farmers  outside  of  the  area,  who  are  interested  in  ridding 
their  farms  of  gophers  will  be  furnished  full  information  regard- 
ing the  putting  out  of  poison  and  trapping  of  molc-s  by  getting 
in  touch  with  Mr.  Hammett  at  the  Minder  office. 


A second  Government  effort  to  curb  destructive  dust  storms 
and  soil  b lowing  In  the  West  and  Mid-West  went  into  active  open 
tion  on  February  8 with  the  selection  of  Harry  J,  Clemner  of 
to  head  the  new  wind  erosion  control  project  recently  establish 
by  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  in  Beadle  County,  South  Dakota. 
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stinted,  cooperation  or  the  pert  of  federal,  s 
cies , plus  the  active  sup pore  of  bus tress  men 
i g.  n at  g d a r c a , hr  s b o c n c on  e iu  3 ive  1 v p r o v e d 1 n 
campaign  which  is  now  boiler  carried  on  in  Tom 
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The  successful  culmination  of  this  project  is  the  result  of 
much  work  and  effort  put  forward  by  officials  represent! nr  a ho 
Jaclison  parish  police  jury,  the  federal  eyoergency  r-lief  ad":  Lr:  is  - 


tra' 


h; 


parish  f&rn  demons trar lor  agent  and  the  jj  e 3.,  o j 
Eroru.cn  Service t.  The  sot-up  of  the  complete  program,  which  w 1 
be  worth  thousands  of  dollars  to  the  farmers  of  Jackson  parish  in 
stopping  the  growing  oa  gullies, is  as  follows. 


The  Jackson  perish  police  jury  is  furnishing  transportation  fa 
the  men  to  get  to  the  working  points  in  the  parish  as  well  as  wire , 
staples  and  certain  other  material  which  is  accessary  in  she  con- 


serve t i on  of  gu  1 1 v cor: t r o 1 sir uc t • 


III  O e 


minor  for  the  project  is 


f urn  is  hoc!  from  the  local  rolls  of  the  emergency  relief  administra- 
tion unde 1 the  direction  of  N.  W.  Smith , ERA  engineer  for  the 
parish  * 
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.1  Erosion  dor  vine  sis  ? fur- 
nishes a half- ton  truck.  The  :rh  rmorr:  0:1  v7h.es 3 land  work  is  uidar- 
taken  3 apply  their  to  . ms  and  materials  which  may  b found  on  their 
farms,  such  os  polos  and  rocks  for  the  building  of  various  types  of 
dans . 


As  an  ovidcnc'  of  tin:  interest  which-  is  being  shown  in  the 
project,  it  may  be  pointed  out  that  when  the  project  was  first  sub- 
mitted to  the  various  agencies  for  their  approval  there  were  r : 7 
nine  farmers  of  the  parish  who  had  signed  agreements  for  the  work. 
At  the  present  tine  there  are  more  than  fifty  farms  gigned  for 
bully  control  work  with  dozens  more  farmers  on  the  waiting  list 
ready  to  sign  agreements  for  the  work  just  as  rapidly  as  the  pro- 
gram cun  be  carried,  throughout  tin  parish. 

There  are  a large  number  of  unusually  big  gullies  on  man"'  of 
the  farms  of  Jackson,  pari  sh- -gullies  which  are  almost  daily  r-rfm  ry 
an  every- increasing  toll  of  productive  soil  from  the  farms  of  that 
area.  The  work  is  roving  along  rapidly  and  farmers  upc  ' os  s 

the  gully  control  program  has  already  reached  express  thorns  ohwu  a ,.s 
being  greatly  pleased  with  the  program* 

A large  number  of  farmers  of  the  perish  have  recently  asm  i " 
the  full  erosion  control  program  of  the  Soil  Erosion  Service  he 
extended  to  Jackson  Parish. 
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crops  a row  short  and  the  wo].  Is  ,~o‘  dry 
do  pond  on  the  Lord  to  (yf  you  by-- 
<o  mi y h c lp  , if  y o u do  your  part , 
up  to  you  to  jonko  the  start. 

Sub  s o i I f r ' ii  r y ; ,nd  b ; .nkru  p t 
farriers,  y hand  in  hard . Pro- 
tect your  capital. 


- - Til-  - For  t Iiwe  st^r 


